
Good quality higher education is essential for economic growth. Ukrainian economy is facing a challenge to
become more productive in order to provide for better standards of living for its people. Human resources
play major role in the process and it is cheaper and more efficient to grow human resources internally.
Therefore, one of the goals of the higher education should be aimed at developing young people able to
drive the country’s capabilities forward. However, does the current Ukrainian higher education system
equip graduates with necessary knowledge and skills to be competitive in international labour market and
to lead the way of country development? The issue was discussed during the Public Debate: “Ukrainian
universities are failing their students”, organised by the Foundation for Effective Governance, in partnership
with London based Intelligence Squared.
According to the World Economic Forum country competitiveness ranking, Ukraine is well positioned on the
quality of its higher education (46 out of 133 countries). Yet there is a substantial gap between knowledge
and skills demanded by the labour market and the ones held by Ukrainian graduates. The general
conclusion of the debate was that Ukrainain higher education system had to be reformed to be made more
effective in fostering young talent to meet the challenges of fast changing international environment.
Public Debates are aimed to promote debate culture, to increase public awareness of important challenges
facing Ukraine and to contribute to the formation of educated socio-political consensus concerning future
country development.
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Volodymyr Lavrenchuk: “Ukrainian graduates are
lacking the essential skill of effective communication
which refers to the ability to quickly find, analyze
and convey information. Bad knowledge of English is
one of the most evident barriers to it.”

George Logush: “Ukrainian higher education system
motivates students to become resourceful and
entrepreneurial which helps our graduates to be
successful on the CIS labor markets where these
qualities are keys to success.”

Frances Cairncross: “Universities are the ‘brain
factories’ of the world which should teach to
question, analyze and communicate. Ukrainian
universities instead often teach what they have
always taught in the way they have always taught.”

Sergiy Kvit: “Current problems in Ukrainian higher
education system urge students to become self-
reliant which makes them competitive both on
Ukrainian labor market and when they continue
their education abroad.”

Key Statements

Q&A Session
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Voting Results

Q: Zurab Alasaniya, moderator of the debate: “What do you think should be changed in Ukrainian higher
education system?”
A: Frances Cairncross: “First, you could have better teachers, teachers who can speak and read English, you
could have more teachers from overseas. You could have very strict rules on plagiarism and cheating, you
could insist that students did presentations in class, you could grade students who asked good questions.
And, above all, one of the things you could do would be to shut down some universities to eliminate this very
large number of very small universities, or make sure that universities were passing a certain level of
competence before they were allowed to continue.”
A: Sergiy Kvit: “We have to refocus our universities towards scientific research as the state of scientific
research defines the quality of teachers which in turn transfers towards the quality of teaching itself.
Another key issue education reform should tackle is providing autonomy to universities. Universities should
have a right to manage their finances, to make decisions concerning whom to employ and to govern their
own academic policy. Ukrainian universities are currently lacking all of those.”
A: George Logush: “The most important is to develop international relations between our universities and
universities in the rest of the world.”

Vitalyi Butenko: “I define competitiveness as an
ability to react quickly and make decisions. This
ability is largely stimulated by all those deficiencies
and limitations that currently exist in our higher
education system.”

George Abdushelishvili: “Current graduates cannot
compose a holistic picture out of knowledge they
were given at a university. Companies have to teach
them from anew how to behave, what to wear and
how to think.”

Closing Speech

Kim Campbell, Board Chair, Foundation for Effective Governance, Ex-Prime Minister of
Canada: “You often forget a lot of what you have learned but what you take with you is the
ability to think critically, the ability to continue learning. Knowledge is a complex thing and
universities are sources not just of learning but of our attempts to approach wisdom.
Universities have to provide students with a gift to think and reflect and develop their minds.”


